Border Partnership Meeting
Border Safety Inspection Facility
June 14, 2006 Progress Report 
Permanent Border Inspection Facilities
Bridge of the Americas, El Paso

Construction Phase I and II are complete which is approximately 90% of the construction. Phase III of the construction contract has been temporarily suspended until the Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) change order is approved and equipment delivered to the site. This includes the major ITS equipment being deployed. Another smaller contract will let in December 2006 that will complete the ITS.
Zaragoza / Ysleta Bridge, El Paso 
Construction began January 2, 2006. Project is ahead of schedule and approximately 39 % complete. Storm, sanitary sewer and water lines are 100 % complete. Building is going up. Footings and floor slabs for the building are 90% complete. Building pre-cast panels are 100% complete. There is some site grading taking place. Project is currently 1.5 months ahead of schedule. ITS will be installed under a separate contract that will bid in December 2006. 
World Trade Bridge, Laredo
LJA Engineering & Surveying, Inc. has been contracted to develop a matrix for determining the preferred alternative. Eleven alternatives are under consideration. Two alternatives proposed by the City of Laredo are located south of the GSA facility. Six new alternatives proposed by TxDOT are to some degree or another located within the GSA facilities. The other three are alternatives, previously proposed by TxDOT, are outside the GSA facility. The matrix is due on June 22, 2006.
Colombia Solidarity, Laredo
PS&E consultant, Huitt Zollars, is under contract and started work at the end of May 2006. PS& E is tentatively scheduled for completion in January 2007. Construction could start April and possibly completed no earlier than July 2008.

Camino Real International Bridge, Eagle Pass


PS & E is approximately 90% complete. However, a second Public Hearing is 

required to address a 4(f) issue (taking of Historic District, Fort Duncan). FHWA has also requested that the air quality study be redone. Letting is tentatively scheduled for April 2007. Construction completion is tentatively scheduled for September 2008. 
Pharr – Reynosa international Bridge

Veterans International Bridge @ Los Tomates, Brownsville

Free Trade Bridge @ Los Indios, Brownsville


Evaluation of shifting site to the east of the GSA facility is complete. Currently 

            negotiating with ARCADIS to revise the EA to include the additional acreage as a 

            result of shifting the site. Tentatively scheduled to complete the EA by January  

2007.  PS & E consultants are on board and waiting instructions to begin PS&E. Letting and construction date are pending.
Intelligent Transportation System

· An integral part of the Border Safety Inspection Facility design is the Intelligent Transportation Systems. TxDOT ( MNT/FM and TRF) is working with Southwest Research Institute in designing and developing the ITS to be deployed at each of the eight BSIF. 
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