Texas Border Partnership Working Group Meeting Agenda Minutes

September 7, 2006

9:00 AM- 11:30 AM

TxDOT Greer Building 

Location: Main Office- 1st Floor Conference Room 

11th & Brazos, Austin, Texas





Moderator:  Montie Wade, TTI

___________________________________________________________

1.
Interagency Introductions and Update Briefings- FHWA, FMCSA, TxDOT, DPS, GSA, U.S. Customs, MPOs, Texas Transportation Institute (TTI)

Kirk Fauver noted that the Texas Border Partnership Working Group was formed 3 years ago and there is a meeting tomorrow with TxDOT’s Amadeo Saenz to discuss the direction of the Working Group in the future. Participants were encouraged to provide any comments or suggestions. 

Announcement made by Lisa Dye that a survey is being drafted to ascertain opinion regarding the future direction of the Texas Border Partnership Group. The survey may be conducted via e-mail or be web based and should be sent out in about 2 weeks. Also announced that all presentations from the meeting are placed on the website (http://txdotutp.tamu.edu/border/).
Kirk Fauver also noted that the FHWA is soliciting FY 2006 candidate grant applications from States for the Truck Parking Facilities Grant Program. This program was established to address the shortage of long-term truck parking on the National Highway System. The program was authorized at $6.25 million annually through 2009. A total of $5,385,000 is available in FY 2006 for this program. Grants will be awarded to States submitting applications that demonstrate a need for assistance in carrying out one or more eligible projects as described in the Federal Register Notice, dated August 28, 2006. To be considered, a State DOT should deliver the grant application (original and 10 copies) to its FHWA Division Office by the date specified in the Notice. The FHWA Division office will review the proposal and forward it to FHWA's Office of Freight Management and Operations via express mail courier service no later than January 10, 2007.


Hidalgo MPO Director announced that they have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Ciudad Reynosa to foster coordination. The MPO and Ciudad Reynosa will also jointly employ a bi-national planner to focus on border issues.


El Paso MPO Director discussed Camino Real Border Improvement Plan and coordination efforts with Ciudad Juarez. The MPO is focusing on ITS applications as the best way to improve border crossing efficiency.

The following presentation were made and are available at http://txdotutp.tamu.edu/border/
2.
Dr. Rolf Schmitt, FHWA, HQ’s Office of Freight Management and Operations 


(Washington, D.C.) Via Teleconference


TOPIC:  TRB’s Freight Data Needs for State Transportation Agencies

Dr.  Schmitt had a death in the family and could not attend. Kirk Fauver presented on behalf of   Dr. Scmitt.

3.
Mr. Steve Beningo, Bureau of Transportation Statistics/RITA (Washington, D.C.) Via Teleconference


TOPIC:  RITA/BTS International Data Improvements  

4.
Dr. John McCray, University of Texas (San Antonio, TX)


TOPIC:  International Trade Data -From China to U.S./Mexico 

5.
Dr. Rob Harrison, University of Texas (Center for Transportation Research- CTR,


Austin, TX)


TOPIC:  Freight Performance Measures for State of Texas 

6.
Ms. Jolanda Prozzi, University of Texas (CTR, Austin, TX) 


TOPIC: Freight Data Needs in the State of Texas 

7.
Dr. Jorge Prozzi, University of Texas (CTR, Austin, TX)


TOPIC:  Potential Implications of NAFTA Truck Traffic 

8.
Future Border Partnership Meeting Dates and Other Issues 

Kirk Fauver announced that the next BP meeting will be scheduled for January 16th at TxDOT Greer Building in order to receive an executive overview (45 mins) in conjunction with Jocelyn Jone's (FHWA Resource Center, Baltimore, MD) course entitled “Engaging the Private Sector in Freight Planning.”  The 8-hour version of this course is being scheduled by the TxDOT TPP Multi-Modal Section and will be held at #200 Riverside Avenue on January 17th.

